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I.	 Background	on	the	Bonobo	Conservation	Initiative	(BCI)
	 	 	Learn	about	BCI’s	mission	to	ensure	the	survival	of	the	bonobo (Pan paniscus) and	its	

tropical	forest	habitat	in	the	Congo	Basin.

II.	 Background	Information	on	Bonobos
	 	 	What	is	a	bonobo?	In	this	section,	you	will	find	information	about	bonobos,	discover	

how	unique	they	are,	and	learn	why	we	should	protect	them!

III.	 Organizing	a	Fundraising	Event
	 	 	Interested	in	helping	bonobos	and	BCI?	Learn	how	you	can	organize	an	event.

IV.	 Fundraising	Event	Ideas
	 	 	Here	you	will	find	a	list	of	event	ideas	you	can	host	yourself	to	help	support	BCI!	This	

section	also	includes	tips	on	contacting	schools	and	businesses.	

V.	 Giving	Programs
	 	 	How	can	you	help	bonobos?	Learn	how	you	can	donate,	become	a	recurring	donor,		

or	Sponsor	a	Bonobo.

VI.	 Curriculum	and	Book	List	
	 	 	Anxious	to	learn	more	about	bonobos,	conservation,	the	Democratic	Republic	of	

Congo,	and	other	related	topics?	Check	out	more	resources	here.

VII.	 What	Your	Dollars	Do	
	 	 	Want	to	know	where	your	fundraising	efforts	go?	Included	in	this	section	is	a	list	of	

supplies	and	programmatic	costs	for	BCI.

VIII.	Sponsorship	Form
	 	 Use	this	form	at	your	fundraising	events	for	people	who	want	to	pledge	a	donation	to	BCI.

IX.	 Stay	Informed	Sign	Up	Sheet
	 	 	Make	sure	guests	at	your	event	sign	up	using	this	form	to	receive	updates	from	BCI.	

X.	 BCI	Bookmarks	Template
	 	 Bookmarks	are	great	as	cheap	giveaways!	Print,	cut,	and	distribute	at	your	events.

XI.	 Bonobo	Mask
	 	 	Print,	cut	out,	color,	and	wear	this	bonobo	mask.	All	you	need	is	paper,	scissors,	

crayons	or	markers,	and	an	elastic	string.

XII.	 Bucks	For	Bonobos
	 	 Print	this	Bucks	for	Bonobos	image	on	sticker	paper	and	paste	onto	your	donation	tin.

XIII.	Contact	Info

Table of Contents 
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Dear	Friends,	

This	Fundraising	Kit	is	intended	as	a	guide	for	anybody	who	wants	to	raise	funds	for	the	
Bonobo	Conservation	Initiative	(BCI).	Anyone	who	is	interested	in	bonobos,	community-
based	conservation,	the	Democratic	Republic	of	the	Congo,	and	spreading	the	word	is	
strongly	encouraged	to	get	involved!	Invite	friends,	family,	and	co-workers	to	join	you	on	
this	great	adventure	to	build	awareness	and	support	for	BCI’s	work.	

Bushmeat	hunting	and	deforestation	continue	to	threaten	the	endangered	great	ape	
that	we	work	so	hard	to	protect.	We	are	taking	every	measure	to	empower	and	equip	our	
Congolese	partners	and	communities	working	on	the	frontlines	of	conservation.	But	we	
can’t	do	this	alone.	That’s	why	your	fundraising	efforts	to	support	our	work	is	so	important	
at	this	critical	time.

The	kit	you	are	about	to	read	will	provide	you	with	information,	fundraising	ideas,	and	
additional	resources,	but	we	always	encourage	creativity!	I	would	love	to	hear	about	your	
efforts	to	support	BCI.	Please	e-mail	your	fundraising	ideas	and	photos	of	your	events	to	
bci@bonobo.org.		

Good	luck	and	sincere	thanks	for	your	support!

Sally	Jewell	Coxe

President	

Letter from the President 
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The	Challenges	
	 	The	world’s	entire	wild	population	of	

bonobos,	the	species	of	great	ape	most	
closely	related	to	humans,	is	in	danger	of	
extinction	from	bushmeat	hunting	and	
habitat	destruction.

	 	The	rainforest	of	the	Democratic	
Republic	of	the	Congo	(DRC),	the	only	
place	on	earth	where	free-living	bonobos	
exist,	is	threatened	by	logging	and	human	
encroachment.	

	 	The	people	in	this	rainforest	live	in	
extreme	poverty	and	urgently	need	health	
services,	education,	and	sustainable	
means	of	earning	a	livelihood

Bonobo	Conservation	Initiative	
The	Bonobo	Conservation	Initiative	(BCI)	is	a	
non-profit	organization	based	in	Washington,	
DC	and	the	Democratic	Republic	of	Congo	
(DRC).	BCI’s	mission	is	to	ensure	the	survival	
of	the	bonobo	(Pan paniscus)	and	its	tropical	
forest	habitat	in	the	Congo	Basin.	

By	working	with	local	and	indigenous	
Congolese	people	through	cooperative	
conservation	and	community	development	
programs,	as	well	as	on	national	and	interna-

tional	policy,	BCI	is	establishing	
new	protected	areas	and	leading	
efforts	to	safeguard	bonobos	
wherever	they	are	found.

Our	Vision:	The	
Bonobo	Peace	Forest	
The	Bonobo	Peace	Forest	is	a	
constellation	of	community-
based	reserves	and	conservation	
concessions	linked	by	habitat	
corridors,	and	supported	by	
sustainable	development,	a	
concept	endorsed	by	commu-
nities	in	the	bonobo	range,	
the	government	of	the	DRC,	
UNESCO,	and	others.

What	the	Bonobo	Conservation	
Initiative	does
Since	the	Congo	war	abated	in	2002,	BCI	has	
endeavored	to	identify	bonobos	where	they	
still	exist	in	viable	numbers	and	to	establish	
a	means	of	protection.	We	employ	combined	
methods	of	biological/bonobo	surveys	and	
Information	Exchange,	which	is	a	two-way	
flow	of	information	between	local	people	
and	visiting	conservationists,	Congolese	
and	non-Congolese	to	identify	bonobo	
populations	and	initiate	community-based	
conservation	programs.

Once	important	bonobo	sites	have	been	
identified	and	communities	commit	to	
conservation,	local	teams	are	trained	and	
equipped	to	monitor	and	protect	bonobos	in	
the	forest.	BCI	currently	supports	more	than	
200	trackers	and	eco-guards	who,	on	a	daily	
basis,	monitor	and	protect	bonobos	and	
other	biodiversity	at	11	priority	sites	in	the	
Bonobo	Peace	Forest.	The	monitoring	teams	
form	the	core	of	localized	conservation	
efforts,	and	they	serve	as	ambassadors	for	
conservation	and	as	enforcement	personnel,	
representing	the	local	communities’	
commitment	to	protecting	bonobos.	

BCI	is	the	only	international	NGO	dedi-
cated	specifically	to	the	conservation	of	wild	
bonobos	in	their	natural	habitat.	Bonobos	
are	found	solely	in	the	central	Congo	basin	
of	the	DRC.	Our	work	focuses	on	achieving	
three	broad	goals:	

	 	Preserving	rainforest	habitat	

	 	Protecting	bonobos	and	biodiversity

	 		Empowering	the	Congolese	people	to	
lead	conservation	efforts

I.  Background on  
the Bonobo Conservation Initiative
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Bonobos:	Our	Closest	Primate	
Cousins
A	highly	endangered	species	of	great	ape,	
bonobos	are	humankind’s	closest	living	
primate	relatives,	along	with	chimpan-
zees	(Pan	troglodytes),	yet	most	people	
don’t	even	know	that	they	exist.	The	last	
to	be	discovered	and	the	least	known	great	
ape	species,	bonobos	could	be	the	first	to	
become	extinct	unless	concerted	action	
is	taken	now	to	protect	them	and	their	
rainforest	home.	These	great	apes	are	
complex	beings	with	profound	intelligence,	
emotional	expression	and	sensitivity.	We	
have	much	to	learn	about	them,	and	they	
have	much	to	teach	us	about	ourselves.

Bonobos	live	in	only	one	country:	the	
Democratic	Republic	of	the	Congo	
(formerly	Zaire).	They	inhabit	the	heart	of	
the	Congo	Basin,	the	world’s	second	largest	
rainforest	and	the	area	of	greatest	biodiver-
sity	in	Africa.	

Biologically	speaking,	bonobos	and	humans	
share	over	98%	of	the	same	genetic	material.	
Bonobos	are	more	closely	related	to	human	
beings	than	they	are	to	gorillas.	

What	Are	The	Threats	To	
Bonobos?
The	greatest	threats	to	bonobos	are	hunting	
and	habitat	destruction,	primarily	from	
logging.	Recent	surveys	have	confirmed	
bonobos	in	strategic	areas,	however	the	
population	is	fragmented	and	declining.	
While	the	exact	population	is	unknown,	
current	estimates	range	from	10,000	to	
25,000—or	even	fewer	remaining	in	the	wild.	

Bonobos	serve	as	a	powerful	flagship	
species	for	rainforest	conservation,and	for	
peace	and	cooperation.	If	sufficient	global	
attention	and	will	is	focused	on	protecting	
Congo’s	rainforests	and	great	apes—and	on	
supporting	the	wellbeing	of	the	Congolese	
people—we	have	it	within	our	power	to	

II. Background Information on Bonobos

Bonobos are distinguished from chimpanzees by their black face, pink lips, smaller head, brow ridge and ears, long black hair that parts in the middle, thinner neck, 
longer legs, and shorter arms.
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ensure	that	bonobos	not	only	survive,	but	
thrive!	The	challenge	is	great,	but	our	work	
to	date	is	proof	that	success	can	be	achieved	
and	sustained	for	future	generations	if	we	
act	now.	

What	Do	Bonobos	Eat?
Bonobos	eat	a	variety	of	foods,	including	
fruits,	nuts,	seeds,	sprouts,	vegetation,	and	
mushrooms.	They	eat	various	parts	of	plants,	
including	the	leaves,	flowers,	bark,	stems,	
pith,	and	roots,	as	well	as	small	mammals,	
insect	larvae,	earthworms,	termites,	ants,	
honey,	eggs,	truffles,	aquatic	plants,	and	
soil.	Bonobos	forage	for	“mbindjos,”	or	
caterpillars,	the	larvae	of	various	butterfly	
species.	Mbindjos	are	also	collected	and	
eaten	by	local	villagers	who	share	the	forest	
with	bonobos.	In	fact,	the	indigenous	people	
of	the	Congo	Basin	and	bonobos	eat	many	of	
the	same	foods.	

What	Makes	Bonobos	Unique?
The	most	unusual	and	compelling	feature	
of	bonobos	is	their	society.	In	contrast	to	
the	competitive,	male-dominated	culture	
of	chimpanzees,	bonobo	society	is	peaceful,	
matriarchal	and	more	egalitarian.	Female	
bonobos	form	close	bonds	and	alliances	
with	each	other.	Harmonious	coexistence	is	
the	norm.

Bonobos	exhibit	care	and	compassion	
for	each	other	and	habitually	engage	in	a	
great	deal	of	creative	sexual	activity,	with	
members	of	either	gender.	Sex	transcends	
reproduction	in	bonobo	society,	as	it	does	
in	human	society,	and	serves	to	promote	
bonding,	reduce	tensions	and	share	
pleasure.
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Bonobos are one of the most endangered primates on Earth.  
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III. Organizing a Fundraising Event
Want to plan an event to raise money and awareness for the Bonobo Conservation Initiative? Here 
are a few tips to ensure that your event is not only successful, but also fun!

First	Thoughts:	Planning	your	
date,	time	and	location
It	is	always	important	to	keep	in	mind	the	
date	of	your	event	as	well	as	pick	an	appro-
priate	time	to	hold	the	event.	In	doing	so,	
consider	those	who	may	attend	your	event	
and	be	sensitive	to	other	obligations	they	
may	have,	including	school	schedules	(if	
students	are	expected	to	attend),	national	
and	religious	holidays	and	large	cultural	
events,such	as	sports	events,	festivals,	other	
organizational	events,	etc.

The	location	should	also	be	considered.	Again,	
think	of	who	is	going	to	attend	the	event	and	
select	a	venue	that	would	be	appropriate.	
Depending	on	the	date	and	time,	some	places	
such	as	recreational	areas	might	draw	a	larger	
crowd	if	it	is	a	spring	event	and	many	people	
will	be	out	enjoying	the	weather.	An	indoor	
event,	on	the	other	hand,	is	not	affected	by	
inclement	weather.	Also	consider	the	ease	
of	finding	the	location	(it	is	highly	recom-
mended	to	include	directions	or	an	address	
in	the	advertisements	of	the	event)	and	the	
adequacy	of	parking.	You	may	want	to	choose	
a	place	that	is	accessible	by	public	transporta-
tion	to	help	minimize	the	carbon	footprint	of	
your	event	and	make	sure	it	is	accessible	to	as	
many	people	as	possible.	Lastly,	don’t	forget	

to	get	permission	to	hold	your	event	at	the	
location	you	have	chosen.	This	may	require	
that	you	apply	for	a	permit	from	park	officials	
or	get	permission	from	property	management	
of	commercial	areas	or	school	officials.

	 Accounting
Since	the	goal	of	a	fundraising	event	is	to	
earn	money	in	support	of	BCI,	it	is	impor-
tant	not	to	spend	more	money	on	the	plan-
ning	and	execution	of	the	event	than	there	is	
money	coming	in.	The	easiest	way	to	make	
sure	that	you	do	not	spend	a	surplus	is	to	
carefully	project	your	revenue	to	the	best	of	
your	ability,	and	then	budget	the	amount	you	
are	willing	to	spend	for	the	food	revenue,	
advertisement,	decorations	(banners,	flyers,	
etc.),	and	anything	that	you	will	offer	for	
purchase	to	raise	money.	We	suggest	that	
you	aim	to	spend	no	more	than	50	percent	of	
your	gross	revenue.		And	of	course,	once	you	
have	set	your	budget	be	sure	to	keep	track	
of	the	money	spent	by	saving	receipts	or	
recording	the	monetary	output.

	 Insurance
If	your	event	involves	alcohol,	sports,	or	
large	crowds,	you	should	consider	buying	
liability	insurance.		BCI	can’t	cover	liability	
exposure	for	your	fundraising	event.		If	
you	are	part	of	a	group	that	has	a	liability	
policy,	ask	your	insurance	agent	how	much	
a	rider	would	cost	to	cover	that	event.		It’s	
possible	that	the	place	where	you’re	holding	
your	event	has	a	policy	that	would	cover	any	
mishaps.		More	likely	though,	your	venue	
provider	will	require	you	to	produce	such	
a	policy	before	agreeing	to	rent	you	their	
facility.		For	events	where	you	will	be	serving	
alcohol,	it	is	generally	easy	and	inexpensive	
to	obtain	a	one-day	liquor	license,	so	long	as	
you	won’t	be	selling	the	alcohol.







Display materials and auction items at your fundraising event.
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Advertising
Once	you	have	budgeted	your	allotted	
spending	for	advertising,	be	sure	to	make	
the	best	of	it.	Advertise	in	your	local	paper,	
and	through	any	group	with	which	you	are	
associated.	This	can	include	advertising	at	
the	gym	you	belong	to,	your	school,	work,	
place	of	worship,	any	sports	teams	you	are	
involved	in,	hobby	groups,	and	of	course	
among	friends	and	family.	But	remember	to	
make	sure	you	are	allowed	to	advertise	for	
events	before	you	start	posting	flyers!		You	
can	also	advertise	for	free	online	through	
websites	like	Facebook	and	Craigslist	or	on	
related	listservs	and	bulletin	boards.		You	
can	“tweet”	to	your	friends	about	the	event	
through	Twitter.

	 Leaflets	and	Flyers
It	is	a	great	idea	to	have	leaflets	and	flyers	
available	in	various	forms	about	BCI’s	work.	
That	way	anyone	attending	a	BCI	event,	or	
even	just	walking	by	the	event,	can	go	home	
with	a	small	packet	of	information	that	will	
give	them	more	information	about	BCI,	
including	contact	information,	as	well	as	
additional	information	resources.	At	the	end	
of	this	kit	is	a	template	for	BCI	bookmarks.	
We	strongly	encourage	you	to	print	them	as	
giveaways	for	your	events.	Anything	that	is	
free	and	can	be	taken	home	is	a	fantastic	way	
to	raise	awareness	about	BCI’s	work.	

Consider	passing	around	a	mailing	or	email	
list	sign-up	sheet	at	any	event,	so	people	can	
receive	updates	from	BCI	(see	signup	sheet	
template	at	the	end	of	this	kit).

 

Be creative when making your flyers.  But be sure to include the location, date, and 
time of the fundraiser, as well as a link to BCI’s website: www.bonobo.org, indicating 
that proceeds of the event will benefit the conservation of bonobos in the DRC.    

Special Yoga Class  
For Bonobos! 
Enjoy benefiting your health while helping to save an endangered ape. 

Saturday, December 11, 2010 
5:00 pm – 6:00 pm

Location:  Yoga District  
1635 Connecticut Avenue, NW, 5th Floor 
Washington, DC 20009 
(2 blocks from Dupont Circle Metro)

$10 donation for the yoga class or $12 (includes a special I love bonobos bracelet!)

All the proceeds from the yoga class donations will benefit the Bonobo Con-
servation Initiative (BCI), a non-profit organization dedicated to protecting 
the bonobo, an endangered great ape found only in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo. A volunteer from Yoga Activist will conduct the yoga class and a BCI 
team member will teach you a little about these peaceful, cooperative primates, 
who “make love, not war.” 

Special thanks to Yoga District for donating the studio for our event!

All Levels Welcome

Photo © Frans Lanting

Photo © Jeffry Oonk

www.bonobo.org
 

Photo © BCI

Tuesday, OcTOber 20Th
The Bonobo Conservation Initiative 
is a non-profit organization dedicated 
to ensuring the survival of the bonobo 
and its tropical rainforest habitat in 
the Congo Basin. Bonobos were the last 
great ape species to be discovered and 
could be the first to go extinct if we do 
not act quickly to save them and their 
rainforest home. 

Original photo © Frans Lanting.  Design © Studio Formosa.

Show your Support 
for bonoboS, the laSt great ape, 

at buSboyS and poetS!

www.bonobo.org

special aucTiOn 
Featuring limited edition bonobo prints on 
canvas signed by wildlife artist Keith Grove

lOcaTiOn: busboys and poets  
@ Shirlington 4251 South Campbell Ave 
Arlington, VA 22206

 

4:30 pm – 5:00 pm   
Join us for a slide show and short 
presentation

5:00 pm – 11:00 pm   
5% of the revenue from your sales 
will go to the Bonobo Conservation 
Initiative!
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IV. Fundraising Event Ideas
A fundraising event can take many forms and should not be limited to the list of suggestions below.  
The more creative an event, the more attention and attendees it will get. Once you’ve worked out the 
logistics outlined above, (budget available to plan and advertise, location, date and time as well as 
getting the okay from an authority), have fun and make the best out of the event. The more fun people 
have, the more likely they are to give! Information and entertainment can be a great combination!

Bonobo	Parties
Bonobo	parties	can	be	fun,	and	more	
important,	can	raise	funds	and	awareness	
for	bonobos!

A	bonobo	party	is	also	a	great	event	at	which	
to	host	a	raffle	drawing.	Buy	a	roll	of	raffle	
tickets	and	sell	them	for	$1	a	ticket	or	$3	
for	5	tickets.	Have	prizes	such	as	Bonobo	
Conservation	Initiative	merchandise	or	
donated	prizes	from	local	companies.	You	
could	also	approach	local	companies	for	cash	
donations	that	can	be	used	to	purchase	other	
raffle	prizes.	Whether	a	company	donates	
in-kind	raffle	prizes	or	gives	cash	donations	
to	buy	prizes,	they	should	be	acknowledged	
at	the	raffle	table.	BCI	merchandise	can	also	
be	provided	as	door	prizes.	This	would	be	a	
great	way	to	raise	money	and	to	attract	more	
attention	to	the	cause	after	your	event!

Hold	events	at	schools,	
places	of	worship	or	other	
community-based	groups
Events	can	range	from	simply	setting	up	
an	information	table	with	a	donation	box	

and	information	pamphlets	
to	screening	a	video	about	the	
Democratic	Republic	of	Congo.	
Be	creative!		How	about	a	spelling	
bee,	geography	bee,	or	quiz	show	
to	raise	money?		Maybe	you	could	
try	a	“battle	of	the	bands,”	side-
walk	chalk	art	contest,	or	dance-
a-thon.		Remember	to	advertise	

the	event	several	weeks	beforehand	and	
remind	people	by	word	of	mouth.	When	
people	see	your	passion	about	BCI,	they	will	
take	notice	and	also	want	to	get	involved!

	 	 	Hold	a	Breakfast/Lunch/
Dinner/Dessert	Event

Hosting	an	event	like	this	gives	you	a	great	
amount	of	flexibility,	and	let’s	face	it,	
everyone	loves	food!	It	is	always	possible	to	
hold	this	type	of	event	at	a	privately	owned	
home.	This	way,	the	meal	can	be	specialized	
(maybe	even	choose	to	cook	Congolese	food!)	
and	you	can	request	a	donation	in	return	for	
the	delicious	meal.	This	event	could	have	a	
larger	turnout		if	you	hold	it	in	a	public	place,	
such	as	at	park	where	you	could	organize	a	
picnic	or	even	outside	a	grocery	store.	If	you	
choose	this	option,	you	can	even	approach	
a	local	food	store	to	ask	if	they	could	donate	
food	for	the	meal	in	return	for	free	adver-
tising	at	the	event.	In	doing	so,	both	you	and	
the	grocery	store	benefit!	Another	option	is	
to	contact	a	local	school	and	inquire	about	
using	the	cafeteria	on	a	weekend	morning	to	
host	a	pancake	breakfast	in	support	of	BCI.	
For	such	events,	a	ticket	could	be	bought	for	
an	endless	pile	of	pancakes!		

		 	 Book	Sale
Similar	to	a	school,	church,	or	community	
group	event,	you	can	advertise	a	book	drive	
at	an	institution	where	you	are	a	member.	
After	a	few	weeks	of	collecting	donated	

1

2

3

4

People can have parties like this, bonobo run/walks/races etc.

Make fact cards about bonobos 
and the DRC out of construction 
paper and string them around 
a tree at a picnic for bonobos.  
You can also make a poster with 
fun facts.
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books,	you	can	hold	a	large	book	sale	event	
to	raise	money	for	BCI.	It	is	important	to	let	
people	know	that	the	money	will	go	directly	
towards	BCI’s	programs	to	protect	bonobos	
and	their	natural	habitat,	so	that	buyers	will	
know	that	their	newly	discovered	read	will	
not	just	benefit	them,	but	also	BCI.

Auction
The	best	way	to	hold	an	auction	is	by	
contacting	local	businesses,	as	well	as	
businesses	whose	work	coincides	with	the	
work	of	BCI	and	asking	them	to	support	the	
event	by	donating	goods.	These	goods	can	
be	anything	from	artwork	to	material	goods	
to	experiences	and	even	services.	It’s	key	
to	have	a	committee	of	volunteers	willing	
to	solicit	auction	items	because	they	can	
each	tap	into	their	own	network	of	contacts,	
who	might	have	something	to	donate.	
There	is	more	information	below	about	
contacting	businesses.	In	general,	auctions	
are	demanding	events	that	require	precise	
planning	and	organizing,	as	well	as	reliable	
staff	or	volunteers	and	an	adequate	venue.	
It	is	also	important	to	have	an	appropriate	
audience	that	will	be	willing	to	participate.	
That	said,	auctions	can	also	be	the	greatest	
source	for	raising	money.	If	there	are	
outside	supporters,	then	an	auction	can	be	
incredibly	successful.

Bingo	Night
A	bingo	night	event	can	be	held	practically	
anywhere	and	is	easy	to	pull	together.	Have	
a	lot	of	bingo	cards	printed	out	and	ask	for	
donations	of	$5	for	3	bingo	cards.	You	can	
buy	pre-printed	bingo	cards	on	the	Internet.	
The	bingo	cage	itself	can	either	be	rented	
or	purchased	fairly	inexpensively	online.	
For	winner	prizes,	offer	BCI	merchandise	
to	further	help	the	cause.	You	can	also	offer	
prizes	from	businesses	that	have	agreed	to	
support	the	cause.	

	 	 	Donation	Drive		
You	can	help	BCI	provide	the	supplies	
and	equipment	needed	for	our	Congolese	
partners	and	communities.	One	way	of	
doing	this	would	be	to	hold	a	donation	
drive.	You	can	either	provide	a	full	“wish	
list”	of	items	or	you	can	concentrate	on	one	
project	that	BCI	is	involved	in	and	request	
items	that	are	relevant	to	that	project.	For	
example,	in	order	to	run	the	Health	Clinic	
at	BCI’s	field	site	in	Kokolopori,	medical	
supplies	are	constantly	in	demand.	If	you	are	
more	interested	in	supporting	BCI	school	
programs	in	the	Democratic	Republic	of	
Congo,	then	holding	a	donation	drive	for	
laptops	and	solar	calculators	is	a	fantastic	
idea.	Another	option	is	to	hold	a	dona-
tion	drive	for	the	field	equipment	required	
to	conduct	bonobo	tracking	and	surveys,	
including	watches,	headlamps,	GPS	units,	
binoculars,	compasses,	and	ponchos.	BCI	
also	has	a	need	to	equip	trackers	with	filming	
equipment,	including	digital	cameras,	
camcorders,	memory	cards,	and	lenses.		As	
part	of	your	donation	drive,	contact	busi-
nesses	that	produce	the	products	you	are	
requesting	and	ask	them	to	donate	some	
of	their	inventory	as	in-kind	donations	or	
alternatively	ask	for	cash	donations	to	cover	
shipping	costs.		In	turn,	offer	them	recogni-
tion	for	their	generosity	at	your	collection	
event	or	site	and	we	will	promote	it	on	our	
and	e-newsletter.	Since	there	is	no	mail	
system	in	the	Congo	and	because	BCI	pays	to	
bring	over	supplies	and	equipment	as	carry-
on	luggage	that	we	can’t	find	in	the	Congo,	
there	is	a	substantial	cost	associated	with	
shipping	(e.g.	one	50	lbs.	piece	of	luggage	
costs	$200).	Some	items,	like	clothing,	can	
be	purchased	in	the	Congo	for	less	money	
than	it	would	cost	us	to	hand-carry	them	
from	the	United	States.	We	request	that	you	
do	donation	drives	for	higher	value	items	
per	weight.	If	you’re	not	sure,	we	suggest	you	
contact	us	at	bci@bonobo.org.	

5
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Teach yourself how to make animal 
balloons for a family fun fair.  They’re 
a lot easier to make than you think!  
Purchase a how to make animal 
balloons kit at your local party store.  

Invite a magician to your fundraiser 
to attract more attendees!
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	Run	a	marathon,	participate	in	
a	sports	event
If	you	are	involved	in	sports	and	there	is	a	
big	athletic	event	coming	up,	you	can	request	
sponsorship	from	friends	and	family	in	
the	form	of	donations	for	BCI.	One	way	to	
get	sponsorships	is	to	ask	individuals	to	fill	
out	a	sponsorship	form	with	the	amount	of	
money	pledged,	and	then	collect	the	money	
once	the	event	is	completed.	A	better	way	
is	to	create	a	personal	fundraising	page	on	
a	website	like	www.firstgiving.com,	which	
would	make	it	easy	for	you	to	solicit	everyone	
in	your	e-mail	address	book	with	one	click.		
And	you	don’t	have	to	worry	about	whether	
the	event	will	be	rained	out	or	having	to	go	
back	and	collect	donations	after	it’s	over.		
Rain	or	shine,	the	money	will	already	be	in	
the	bank.		Don’t	limit	yourself	to	just	friends	
and	family;	this	kind	of	event	can	also	be	
sponsored	by	local	businesses.	All	you	
need	to	do	is	explain	your	cause	and	reason	
for	participating	in	the	event.	Again,	your	
passion	can	be	contagious	and	will	attract	
others’	interests.		

	
	
	

	 	 	Pub	Quizzes
Holding	a	pub	quiz	is	a	good	way	to	spread	
awareness.	To	hold	a	pub	quiz,	you	should	
approach	pubs	or	taverns	with	a	proposal	
to	host	an	event.	Remember	to	bring	along	
information	on	BCI,	including	a	brochure	to	
help	make	a	stronger	case.	Request	the	pub’s	
permission	to	hold	a	benefit	for	BCI.		For	
example,	on	the	night	of	the	event,	you	could	
sell	event	paper	bracelets	for	$5	or	$10	at	the	
entrance	that	could	guarantee	a	free	drink	
from	the	bar’s	happy	hour	menu.	To	make	
this	arrangement	work,	you	must	negotiate	
with	the	pub	on	what	they	are	willing	to	
donate	to	the	event.	And	depending	on	how	
generous	the	pub	is,	the	entire	$5	or	$10	can	
go	towards	BCI	or	you	can	arrange	for	$1-$2	
to	go	back	to	the	pub	for	the	drinks	provided.	
It	is	a	great	idea	to	sell	these	bracelets	at	
an	information	table	near	the	entrance	of	
the	pub.	This	way,	you	can	also	have	addi-
tional	information	and	brochures	about	BCI	
readily	available.	You	should	also	have	the	
‘Stay	Informed’	sign-up	sheet	on	the	table	to	
gather	e-mail	addresses,	which	you	can	send	
to	BCI,	so	we	can	keep	them	informed	about	
our	work	and	future	events	(see	sign-up	
template	at	the	end	of	this	document).	

The	pub	quiz	itself	can	consist	of	ques-
tions	related	to	the	rainforest,	Democratic	
Republic	of	Congo,	bonobos	and	Africa.	This	
is	also	a	great	opportunity	to	hold	a	raffle	
drawing.	Raffle	tickets	can	be	sold	at	the	

door	and/or	throughout	the	
event.	For	more	details	on	a	
raffle	drawing,	see	the	details	
of	the	‘Bonobo	Parties’	event	
above.	It	is	important	to	plan	
your	pub	quiz	and	secure	the	
desired	location	at	least	a	few	
weeks	before	the	event	in	
order	to	advertise	effectively.
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Contact your local bowling alley to 
raise funds for BCI.

Cut out a bonobo photo into puzzle 
piece shapes as a kid activity.
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	Sponsor	a	presentation	by	BCI
Hosting	a	presentation	by	BCI	is	the	best	
way	for	a	group	to	get	a	full	picture	of	BCI’s	
work.	All	that	is	required	to	host	this	event	
is	a	venue	and	an	audience.	BCI	has	a	
fantastic,	detailed	PowerPoint	presentation	
with	additional	videos	that	will	captivate	
any	audience!	If	this	event	is	held	in	the	
District	of	Columbia	area,	representatives	
that	work	for	BCI	will	also	be	available	to	
present	the	information	and	offer	a	more	
intimate	experience.	BCI	presentations	
would	be	a	great	way	to	make	a	dinner	party	
particularly	unique!	You	can	combine	this	
presentation	with	several	of	the	event	ideas	
listed	above,	including	a	donation	drive,	
bonobo	party	and	school	event.	If	you	plan	
to	host	a	presentation,	please	contact	BCI	at	
202-332-1014	or	bci@bonobo.org	with	your	

proposed	date	and	location	to	make	sure	all	
appropriate	materials	will	be	available	at	
that	time.

	 		 	Organize	a	family	fun	fair	
with	a	bonobo	theme

A	great	way	to	attract	a	large	crowd	at	your	
event,	while	having	a	lot	of	fun	at	the	same	
time	is	to	organize	a	local	family	fun	fair.	At	
your	fun	fair	you	can	feature	several	games	
such	as	a	bean	bag	toss,	three-legged	race,	
bingo	and	any	other	easy	entertaining	game	
that	all	members	of	the	family	would	enjoy.	
Consider	ways	to	incorporate	bonobos	and	
the	Democratic	Republic	of	Congo	in	all	
your	games	through	pictures,	designs	and	
word	use.	You	could	also	have	a	display	area	
for	artwork	from	local	schools	featuring	
bonobos,	primates	or	themes	on	Africa.	You	

11

Here’s a list of other ideas:
Run

Walk

Car Wash 

Silence

Murder Mystery

Karaoke

Caterpillar Gummy Worm  
Eating Contest 

Bike Race

Craft Fair

Bake Sale

Powderpuff Game

Carnival

Block Party 

Golf Marathon

Lottery

Raffle 

Auction

Basketball Tournament 

Candy Bar Sales

Catalog Sales

Cookie Dough Sales

Discount Cards

Scratch Cards

Art Raffle

Bingo

Charity Poker

Church Festival

Lollipop Sales

Wine Tasting

Spaghetti Dinner

Pancake Breakfast

Donation Request 

Community Cleanup

Yard Cleanup

All You Can Eat Potato Bar

Bachelor/Batchelorette Auction

Board Game Tournament

Cake Walk

Carnation Day

Dance-A-Thon

Darts Tournament

Dunk Tank

Face Painting

Funny Photo Contest

Garage/Yard Sale

Guest Speaker Seminars

Holiday Flower Sale

Food Stand

Ice Cream Social

How Many in That Jar ?

Raking Leaves

Blood Drive

Trivia Night

What’s in the Box Auction

Gift Wrapping

Fashion Show

Restaurant Sponsorship

10

Host a BCI speaker at your 
event.
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could	also	set	up	art	booths	at	the	fair	for	
kids	and	their	parents.	One	idea	would	be	to	
ask	for	$3-$5	donations	in	order	to	use	the	
art	supplies	for	making	a	bonobo	or	Congo-
inspired	piece	of	artwork.	To	keep	with	
the	theme,	it	would	be	great	for	you	to	play	
African	music	(Congolese	music	preferably-
we	recommend	Papa	Wemba	and	Werrason).	
A	bake	sale	would	also	offer	an	opportunity	
for	you	to	raise	money	for	BCI	and	provide	
snacks	for	fun	fair	attendees.	

To	get	a	good	turnout,	advertise	the	event	
around	the	community.	Asking	for	a	$5	
admission	fee	would	be	a	fantastic	way	to	
raise	funds.	In	addition,	you	can	ask	local	
businesses	to	sponsor	the	fun	fair	with	a	
guarantee	of	recognition	and	acknowledge-
ment	at	the	actual	event.	Family	events	
such	as	this	will	guarantee	a	good	time	for	
all	attendees,	while	simultaneously	raising	
funds	for	BCI	and	their	work!

By	no	means	are	the	events	listed	above	
exhaustive.	Use	your	imagination!	Many	
of	the	best	events	are	the	ones	that	are	
completely	unique	and	memorable!

A	great	way	to	raise	money	for	any	event	
is	by	receiving	sponsorships.		For	help	on	
contacting	businesses	for	possible	sponsor-
ship,	please	see	the	suggestions	below:

	 		 	Contacting	Businesses
It	is	important	to	first	seek	out	compa-
nies	that	are	interested	in	issues	central	to	
BCI’s	work,	including	wildlife	conserva-
tion,	environmental	protection,	ecology,	
peace	studies,	sustainable	develop-
ment,	carbon	offsets,	poverty	alleviation,	
and	the	Democratic	Republic	of	Congo.	
Alternatively,	you	could	approach	companies	
who	are	targeting	their	marketing	to	the	kind	
of	people	who	will	attend	your	event	(e.g.	
kids,	seniors,	college	students,	or	people	
who	enjoy	a	particular	activity).	Use	the	
network	of	people	involved	in	organizing	the	
event	to	reach	out	to	businesses	where	you	
know	the	owners	or	an	employee.		

Once	these	companies	are	discovered,	it	
is	a	good	idea	to	call	the	company	first	to	
ask	for	the	best	person	to	address	a	letter	
concerning	sponsorship.	This	is	also	a	
good	way	to	generally	bring	BCI	to	the	

Organize a bonobo fundraiser at your local paint or pottery studio. Invite 
your local newspaper to cover your event. The Washington Post covered 
this paint for bonobos fundraiser.

Enlist a band to perform for your 
event and charge a fee at the door.

Organize a raffle. Make sure to call off 
prizes throughout the night and continue 
to sell tickets until you call off your last 
round of prizes.  
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attention	of	the	company.	Do	remember	to	
have	information	available	about	BCI’s	work	
and	mission	statement.	Companies	often	
ask	questions	about	the	organization	when	a	
sponsorship	opportunity	is	first	presented	to	
them,	and	it	is	important	to	come	across	as	
organized,	informed	and	motivated.

Sending	a	letter	to	a	company	is	a	good	way	
to	present	BCI’s	work,	the	issues	facing	
bonobos	and	their	habitat	and	how	the	
support	gained	through	fundraising	will	
benefit	current	projects	(please	refer	to	
the	list	of	what	your	money	goes	towards	at	
the	end	of	this	kit).	Make	sure	the	letter	is	
correctly	addressed	and	that	there	are	no	
grammatical	or	spelling	mistakes.	In	addi-
tion,	make	sure	to	include	contact	infor-
mation	for	BCI,	so	companies	are	able	to	
contact	us	with	any	questions,	as	well	as	your	
own	contact	information,	so	they	can	let	you	
and	BCI	know	their	decision.

They	will	also	want	to	know	that	BCI	is	a	tax-
exempt	organization.		You	can	tell	them	that	
BCI’s	“employer	ID	number”	is	52-2146443.		
We	can	provide	copies	of	our	IRS	tax-exempt	
determination	letter,	if	a	company	requests	it.

The	kind	of	support	requested	should	
depend	on	the	company	you	are	contacting.	
In	some	situations,	monetary	donations	
are	appropriate	while	other	companies	may	
have	products	that	would	be	great	prizes	for	
various	fundraising	activities	and	games.	
Remember	to	let	the	company	know	that	
their	donations	will	be	acknowledged	at	the	
events.	This	offers	them	the	opportunity	to	
advertise	while	simultaneously	benefiting	
BCI.	And	always	remember	to	express	
appreciation	and	say	thank	you!

After	sending	the	letter,	it	is	a	good	idea	
to	make	a	follow-up	call	to	the	company	a	
few	days	later.		Make	sure	the	letter	arrived	
and	offer	to	answer	any	questions	they	may	
have.	Again,	thank	them	for	considering	
your	request.

If	a	donation	is	offered,	it	is	always	a	good	
idea	to	send	a	thank	you	note	after	the	event	
to	show	appreciation	for	the	company’s	
involvement.	Enclose	a	copy	of	the	program	
or	flyer	where	their	donation	was	acknowl-
edged,	if	you	have	one,	and	mention	how	
many	people	attended.	This	acknowledg-
ment	will	increase	the	likelihood	that	they	
will	donate	in	the	future.

	 		 	Visit	a	Zoo
To enrich any event or your own personal expe-
rience, you can visit bonobos at your local zoo. 
Connecting with these apes through observa-
tion may help you in your fundraising efforts 
by learning more and teaching others about 
this species. 

North	American	institutions	with	bonobo	
exhibits	include:

	 Columbus	Zoo	and	Aquarium
	 Cincinnati	Zoo
	 San	Diego	Zoo
	 San	Diego	Wild	Animal	Park
	 Iowa	Primate	Learning	Sanctuary
	 Ft.	Worth	Zoo
	 Jacksonville	Zoo
	 Milwaukee	Zoo
	 	Morelia,	Mexico	Zoo

European	institutions	include:	

	 Planckendael	Zoo	(Belgium)
	 Apenheul		(Netherlands)
	 Cologne	Zoo	(Germany)
	 Berlin		Zoo	(Germany)
	 Frankfurt	Zoo	(Germany)
	 Wuppertal	Zoo	(Germany)
	 Stuttgart	Zoo	(Germany)
	 Twycross	Zoo	(England)

Line up an information booth to display materials and kid activi-
ties at your local Patagonia, REI, or other outdoor gear store.  
You could use the bonobo mask template at the end of this kit 
and supply crayons.

If you’re over 21 and want to organize 
your event at a tavern, why not add 
karaoke as an activity!  You could even 
give a prize for the best singer.  
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Getting	Schools	Involved
Schools	have	resources	for	various	oppor-
tunities.	Whether	you	are	interested	in	
holding	an	event	at	school	or	attracting	
the	attention	and	interest	of	students	and	
their	parents,	you	must	be	creative	and	
appeal	to	the	school’s	interests.	This	could	
include	presenting	curricula	for	conserva-
tion,	primatology,	peace	studies	and	ecology	
in	classes	that	could	be	related	to	events	
held	after	school.	Other	school	activities	
could	include	trips	to	the	zoo	with	a	spon-
sored	primatologist	or	art	projects	related	
to	programs	at	schools	in	the	Democratic	
Republic	of	Congo.	

When	approaching	a	school’s	administration	
or	individual	teachers,	take	note	of	these	
ideas	that	might	appeal	to	their	interests	and	
encourage	their	involvement	in	an	interac-
tive	relationship	with	BCI:

	 	Consider	that	every	child	has	parents,	
and	those	parents	are	potential	
supporters.

	 	Any	bonobo	project	you	
develop	has	the	oppor-
tunity	to	expand	the	
horizons	of	your	students	
in	areas	of	science,	envi-
ronment,	understanding	
other	cultures,	etc.	
Schools	are	required	to	
teach	to	a	state-mandated	
set	of	learning	objectives	
and	many	teachers	don’t	
have	time	to	include	addi-
tional	optional	subjects,	
so	researching	how	your	
proposed	project	will	
meet	their	educational	
requirements	will	make	
it	more	attractive	to	the	
school.

	 	You	could	do	a	class	project	or	motivate	
your	class	or	student	organization	to	take	
a	leadership	role	in	motivating	the	entire	
school.

		 	You	could	have	bonobo	art	or	theater	
projects	(perhaps	a	bonobo	art	or	
writing	competition).	

		 	Your	class	or	school	could	“adopt”	
bonobos,	and	ultimately	establish	a	
communications	link	with	a	village	in	
the	Congo	through	BCI’s	program.	

		 		We	could	create	a	special	web	page	
for	your	class	and	include	individual	
photos,	bonobo	poetry,	art,	etc.	created	
by	your	students.	They	could	show	their	
parents	the	results	of	their	work	on	the	
Internet.

		 		There	are	many	creative	ways	the	
children	can	get	the	parents	involved	
in	supporting	their	efforts.	This	may	
include	a	prize	for	the	student	who	gets	
the	most	people	(parent’s	friends)	to	
sign	a	bonobo	support	petition	and	
make	a	contribution	(even	if	the	contri-
bution	is	$1.00).

		 		The	children	could	develop	a	bonobo	
theater	piece.	This	could	incorporate	all	
the	individual	talents	and	interests	of	
the	children,	acting,	writing,	set	design,	
art,	costumes,	etc.	They	could	invite	
their	parents	to	attend	or	just	to	provide	
support.	On	the	day	of	the	play,	they	
could	make	it	a	“bonobo	day”	where	they	
ask	their	parents	to	donate	their	day’s	
wages	to	BCI.

		 	Encourage	teachers	to	incorporate	
bonobos	in	their	class	curriculum.	
You	can	direct	them	to	the	“Teacher	
Resources”	page	on	our	website.
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Make	a	Contribution
Our	work	is	made	possible	by	caring	
supporters	like	you.	If	you	would	like	to	
help	bonobos,	please	consider	making	a	
contribution.	Donations	in	any	amount	can	
be	received	through	our	website		
(www.bonobo.org).	If	you	would	prefer	
to	send	a	check,	please	make	your	check	
payable	to	Bonobo	Conservation	Initiative	
and	mail	to	our	office	at	2701	Connecticut	
Avenue	NW	#702,	Washington,	DC	20008.

Become	a	Recurring	Donor
Give	the	gift	that	keeps	on	giving—become	
a	recurring	donor!	For	as	little	as	$20	a	
month,	you	can	supply	eco-guards	with	
boots,	binoculars,	and	other	essential	
equipment;	$50	a	month	will	pay	a	tracker’s	
salary.	You	can	choose	the	monthly	
contribution	that	works	best	for	you,	and	
any	amount	helps.	To	become	a	recurring	
donor,	simply	choose	the	“once	a	month	
gift”	or	“twice	a	month	gift”	option	on	our	
donation	page.	

Sponsor	a	Bonobo
When	you	Sponsor	a	Bonobo,	you’re	helping	
more	than	just	one	bonobo;	you’re	helping	to	
save	an	entire	species.	Your	sponsorship	will	
directly	support	protection	of	wild	bonobos	
and	their	rainforest	home.	It	will	also	enable	
us	to	rescue	orphan	bonobos	in	need	of	
help.	This	is	a	green	fundraising	program.	
In	recognition	of	your	sponsorship,	you	will	
receive	a	distinctive	downloadable	photo	
certificate	to	display	on	your	computer’s	
desktop	for	you	to	enjoy,	and	for	all	to	see.

Gift	a	Bonobo	Sponsorship
Wondering	what	to	give	your	friends	and	
loved	ones	on	special	occasions?	Now	
you	can	Sponsor	a	Bonobo	as	a	thoughtful	
gift	to	help	save	a	species.	The	Bonobo	
Conservation	Initiative	will	send	your	
gift	recipient	an	email	announcement	
with	an	invitation	to	download	an	official	
Certificate	of	Sponsorship—featuring	a	baby	
bonobo—to	enjoy	on	their	computer	screen.	
This	certificate	will	raise	awareness	of	the	
bonobos’	plight	while	the	proceeds	will	help	
support	BCI’s	field	programs	to	protect	
and	expand	their	habitat.	This	new	giving	
program	is	entirely	green—the	only	carbon	
impact	is	a	positive	one.

V. Giving Programs

©
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I

Want to have a direct positive impact on the conservation of bonobos? Support BCI’s conservation efforts 
through our giving programs. We have a variety of giving options to fit your giving needs and interests. 
Whichever option you choose, your gift will go directly to protect bonobos in their Congo rainforest home.
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Other	Bonobo,	Primate	and	Conservation	Resources

BCI	Links http://www.bonobo.org/news-knowledge/links/

BCI	Bibliography
http://www.bonobo.org/news-knowledge/
bonobo-bibliography/

National	Primate	Research	
Center

http://pin.primate.wisc.edu/factsheets/entry/bonobo

Great	Apes	Survival	Partnership http://www.un-grasp.org/

Central	Africa	Regional	Program	
for	the	Environment

http://carpe.umd.edu/

Educational	Resources

BCI	Teacher	Resources http://www.bonobo.org/news-knowledge/teacher-resources/

Primate	Education	Network http://www.primateeducationnetwork.org/

Almost	Us:	Portraits	of	the	Apes http://www.williamcalvin.com/teaching/bonobo.htm

Human	Impacts	in	the	African	
Rain	Forest

http://education.nationalgeographic.com/archive/xpeditions/
lessons/14/g912/fayhuman.html?ar_a=1

Teachers’	Guide	to	
Climate	Change

http://hdgc.epp.cmu.edu/teachersguide/teachersguide.htm

VI. Resources and Book List 

Bonobo	Conservation	Initiative						http://www.bonobo.org
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About	the	Democratic	Republic	of	Congo

BCI	Congo	Rainforest	Habitat http://www.bonobo.org/bonobos/where-do-bonobos-live/

U.S.	Department	of	State	DRC	
Factsheet

http://www.state.gov/p/af/ci/cg/index.htm

CIA	World	Factbook
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
geos/cf.html

AllAfrica:	Congo-Kinshasa http://allafrica.com/congo_kinshasa/?aa_source=main-nav-t3
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Book	List		
Bonobos:

Ape House by	Sara	Gruen

Bonobo Handshake by	Vanessa	Woods

Bonobo: The Forgotten Ape	by	Frans	de	Waal	
with	excellent	photos	by	Frans	Lanting

Bonobos: Encounters in Empathy	by	Jo	Sandin

Grains of Golden Sand: Adventures in War-Torn 
Africa by	Delfi	Messinger	

I’m Lucy: A Day in the Life of a Young Bonobo by	
Mathea	Levine	and	Marian	Brickner

The Bonobos: Behavior, Ecology, and 
Conservation by	Takeshi	Furuichi	and	Jo	
Thompson

The Last Ape: Pypmy Chimpanzee Behavior and 
Ecology by	Takayoshi	Kano	

Similarities and differences of bonobos, 
chimpanzees and humans:

Behavioural Diversity in Chimpanzees and 
Bonobos	by	Christophe	Boesch	et	al.

Demonic Males: Apes and the Origins of Human 
Violence by	Richard	Wrangham	and	Dale	
Peterson

Our Inner Ape: A Leading Primatologist Explains 
Why We Are Who We Are by	Frans	de	Waal

Bushmeat trade as it relates to great apes:

Brutal Kinship by	Michael	Nichols	and	Jane	
Goodall

Consuming Nature: A Photo Essay on African 
Rain Forest Exploitation by	Anthony	Rose	et	al.

Eating Apes by	Dale	Peterson	

Congo history and politics:

All Things Must Fight to Live: Stories of War and 
Deliverance in Congo by	Bryan	Mealer

In the Footsteps of Mr. Kurtz: Living on the Brink 
of Disaster in Mobutu’s Congo	by	Michela	
Wrong

King Leopold’s Ghost: A Story of Greed, Terror, 
and Heroism in Colonial Africa	by	Adam	
Hochschild

Primate conservation:

Among the Great Apes by	Paul	Raffaele

Conservation in the 21st Century: Gorillas as a 
Case Study by	T.S.	Stoinski	et	al.

Primate Conservation Biology by	Guy	
Cowlishaw	and	Robin	Dunbar

World Atlas of Great Apes and their 
Conservation by	Julian	Caldecott	and	Lera	
Miles

Extending human rights to great apes:

The Great Ape Project: Equality Beyond 
Humanity	by	Paola	Cavalieri	and	Peter	Singer

Bonobo language studies:

Apes, Language, and the Human Mind by	Sue	
Savage-Rumbaugh	et	al.		

Kanzi’s Primal Language: The Cultural 
Initiation of Primates into Language	by	
Par	Segerdahl,	William	Fields,	and	Sue	
Savage-Rumbaugh

Kanzi: The Ape at the Brink of the Human Mind 
by	Sue	Savage-Rumbaugh	and	Roger	Lewin
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Want to know where your fundraising efforts go? 
Here’s a list with some of the supplies, equipment and programmatic costs for BCI:

Field	Equipment	and	Supplies	
Backpacks $50

Batteries	10	Packs $40

Binoculars $125

Calculators $10

Compass $30

Cooking	Supplies $150

Field	Watches $20

Flashlight $15

Headlamps $40

Kerosene	&	Petrol $30

Kerosene	Stove $110	

Machetes	(10) $40

Maps $40

Medical	Kits $360	

Mosquito	Nets	w/	Insecticide $15	

Mosquito	Spray $5

Photo	supplies	 $350

Rain	Ponchos $16

Rubber	Boots $20

Sleep	Pads $45

Tape	measures $75

Tent	(2	person) $150

Thermos $30	

Water	Filter $150

Waterproof	Notebooks $4

Education	and	Information	
Education	Pamphlets	(one	batch) $300

Travel	and	Power	Needs		
Fuel $200

Generator $450

Outboard	motor $1,200

Pirogue	(dugout	canoe) $300

Solar	Panel $800

VII. What Your Dollars Do
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VIII. Sponsorship Form

Name Email Phone Amount Pledged

Total	Pledged

Organizer’s Name

Organizer’s Address

Organizer’s Phone

Organizer’s Email 

Make	all	checks	payable	to	the	“Bonobo	Conservation	Initiative”	
Please	try	to	collect	monies	when	pledged.

Send	to

Bonobo Conservation Initiative  
2701	Connecticut	Ave.,	NW	#702		
Washington,	DC	20008	USA

E-mail:	bci@bonobo.org			●			Website:	www.bonobo.org
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IX.  Bonobo Conservation Initiative 
Sign-up Sheet

Name Email Phone
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X. BCI Bookm
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Print, cut out, color, and wear as a mask.  You just need paper, scissors, crayons or markers, and an elastic string.

XI. Bonobo Mask
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Print on sticker paper and paste onto your donation tin.

XII. Bucks For Bonobos
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Thank	you	for	your	interest	in	supporting	the	Bonobo	Conservation	Initiative.	With	your	
support,	we	help	bring	back	bonobos	and	from	the	brink	of	extinction,	protect	the	second	
largest	rainforest	in	the	world,	and	improve	quality	of	life	for	thousands	of	rainforest	inhabit-
ants.	Together	we	can	do	what	none	of	us	can	do	alone-thank	you	so	much	for	anything	you	can	
do.	And	remember-passion	is	contagious!	

Please send your fundraising ideas, photos, and contact info to:

Bonobo	Conservation	Initiative		
2701	Connecticut	Ave.,	NW	#702		
Washington,	DC	20008							
USA	

E-mail:		bci@bonobo.org	
Tel:	202-332-1014	
Fax:	202-234-3066	

XIII. Contact Info
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